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V ICTORIA, by the grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, to all to whom these presents 
shall come, greeting : Whereas a large sum of money was, in or about the year 
One thousand Eight hundred and Twenty-two, raised by voluntary subscriptions, 
for the relief of the suffering poor in Ireland, and the management and distri- 
bution thereof was vested in a Committee, in the City of London, who appro- 
priated the sum of Forty-five thousand pounds, part thereof, for the purpose of 
making small loans at interest to the industrious poor, and such Committee 
has ever since continued, and now continues, to carry on the same charity, 
under the name or style of the Irish Reproductive Loan Fund Institution: And 
whereas the said sum of Forty-five thousand pounds hath, since the year 
One thousand Eight hundred and Twenty-two, by good management and divers 
other means been increased, and now amounts to the sum of Sixty thousand 
pounds : And whereas great benefit hath been found to arise from the opera- 
tions of the said charitable association; and it hath been represented to Us 
by John Abel Smith, Esquire, m.p., the Right honourable George William 
Frederick Villiers, Earl of Clarendon, John Cator, Esquire, William Bell, 
Esquire, Martin Tucker Smith, Esquire, Henry Blanshard, Esquire, John 
Wells, Esquire, Edwin Gower, Esquire, George Robert Smith, Esquire, Sir 
John William Lubbock, Baronet, Samuel Tomkins the younger, Esquire, the 
Honourable John Thornton Leslie Melville, William Brown, Esquire, and Henry 
Kingscote, Esquire, the present Managers of the said Fund, that such benefit 
mi«ht for the future be much increased, and the purposes for which the fund was 
instituted be more effectually carried on, with the sanction of Our Royal Letters 
Patent; and the said John Abel Smith, George William Frederick Yilliers Earl 
of Clarendon, John. Cator, William Bell, Martin Tucker Smith, Henry Blanshard, 
John Wells, Edwin Gower, George Robert Smith, Sir John William Lubbock, 
Samuel Tomkins the younger, John '(Jaornton Leslie-Melville, William Brown, 
and Henry Kingscote, humbly besought Us that We would graciously be pleased to 
orant to them Our Royal Charter of Incorporation; NOW KNOW YE that We, 
beino- desirous of encouraging "so laudable an institution, have given, granted, and 
ordamed, and do by these presents, for Ourselves, Our heirs and successors, give, 
grant, and ordain, that the said John Abel Smith, George William Frederick 
Villiers Earl of Clarendon, John Cator, William Bell, Martin Tucker Smith, 
Henry Blanshard, John Wells, Edwin Gower, George Robert Smith, Sir John 
William Lubbock, Samuel Tomkins the younger, John Thornton Leslie Melville, 
William Brown, and Henry Kingscote, together with such other persons as shall 
at any time become or be appointed Governors under or by virtue of the provisions 
for that purpose hereinafter contained, shall be one body politic and corporate, 
in deed and name, by the name of “The Irish Reproductive Loan Fund 
Institution;” and by that name shall and may sue and be sued, implead and 
be impleaded, in all courts, whether of law or in equity, and shall have perpetual 
succession, and a common seal, with full power to alter, vary, break, or renew the 
same, at their discretion : And We do declare that the said Corporation shall be 
established for the purpose of lending, advancing, and providing by way of loan, 
to and for persons of the industrious classes in the provinces of Munster and 
Connaught in Ireland, or either of them, small sums of money, implements ot 
labour, seed, and other raw materials, to be used and employed m husbandry, or 
any trade, manufacture, fishery, or other business, and for receiving back pay- 
ment for the same in money, by instalments or otherwise, with or without 
interest, re-investing the capital of the said Corporation, and the interest thereof, 
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for the like purposes, after defraying the necessary charges for management ; and 
that all and every the capital fund, stock, monies, securities, and effects now be- 
longing to the said charitable association, or held or possessed by the members 
thereof, or any of them, or by any other person or persons for or on behalf of the 
said association, or for the purposes thereof, together with all such monies, funds, 
stocks, securities, and effects as shall at any time be given, bequeathed, or contri- 
buted to the said Corporation, shall be and constitute the capital of the said 
Corporation, to be employed by them for the purposes aforesaid : And for the 
better governing the affairs of the said Corporation, We will and direct that there 
shall be fourteen Governors of the said Corporation, exclusive of the Governors 
to be nominated and appointed by our Lord High Treasurer, or the Lords 
Commissioners of our Treasury as hereinafter-mentioned, and that the said John 
Abel Smith, George 'William Frederick Villiers Earl of Clarendon, John Cator, 
William Bell, Martin Tucker Smith, Henry Blanshard, John Wells, Edwin Gower’ 
George Robert Smith, Sir John William Lubbock, Samuel Tomkins the younger’ 
John Thornton Leslie Melville, William Brown, and Henry Kingscote shall be the 
first Governors of the said Corporation, and shall be and continue in office until 
such time as they shall die, resign, or be displaced in manner hereinafter men- 
tioned : And We ordain, that when and as often as any one or more of the 
Governors of the said Corporation, other than the Governors to be nominated 
and appointed by Our Lord High Treasurer, or the Lords Commissioners of Our 
Treasury, as hereinafter mentioned, shall depart this life, or resign his or their 
office, or be displaced therefrom in manner hereinafter mentioned, then and in every 
such case it shall be lawful for the remaining Governors for the time being, at a 
meeting to be held for that purpose in manner hereinafter mentioned, to appoint 
one or more person or persons, as the case may require, to fill up the vacancy 
or vacancies so to be occasioned as aforesaid : And We will and ordain, that it 
shall be lawful for Our Lord High Treasurer, or the Lords Commissioners for the 
time being of our Treasury, by warrant under the hand or hands of the said Lord 
High Treasurer, or of any three of the said Lords Commissioners, to nominate and 
appoint three persons to be Governors of the said Corporation, and them or any 
one or more of them to remove from the said office ; and as often as any one or 
more of the said three Governors so to be nominated and appointed as last aforesaid, 
or their successors in office, shall depart this life, or resign his or their office, or be 
removed therefrom, another or others in his or their stead and place in like manner 
to nominate and appoint, and so from time to time, as often as to the said Lord 
High Treasurer or Lords Commissioners shall seem meet ; and every person so 
nominated and appointed shall, during such time as he shall hold the said 
office, have all the like powers and privileges as any other Governor of the said 
Corporation : And for the better conduct of the affairs of the said Corporation, 
We will and direct, that the Governors of the said Corporation shall meet 
together at some place in the City of London, or the City of Westminster, in the 
month of May in each year, and at such other times as they shall from time 
to time appoint in that behalf; and that it shall be lawful for the Governors 
present at any such meeting to adjourn, and so from time to time; and the 
meeting so to be held in the month of May shall be called the Annual General 
Court of the Governors of the said Corporation, and every other such meeting 
shall be called a General Court of the Governors of the said Corporation : Pro- 
vided, that no business shall be transacted at any such court unless three Governors, 
at the least, shall be present thereat ; and all questions on which a difference 
of opinion shall arise at any such court shall be decided by a majority of the 
votes of the Governors present at such court; Provided also, that if in any 
case where a difference of opinion shall arise, the three Governors to be nomi- 
nated and appointed by the said Lord High Treasurer or Lords Commissioners 
as hereinbefore mentioned, shall be unanimous, and shall be in the minority, the 
question in difference shall be referred to the Lord High Treasurer or Lords 
Commissioners, and the decision of the said Lord High Treasurer, or of any three 
of the said Lords Commissioners, upon the question so to be referred shall be final 
and conclusive ; and it shall be lawful to and for the said Governors to commit 
the management of any part of the business of the said Corporation to any 
committee or committees composed of members of their own body, and for that 
purpose to delegate any of the powers of the said Governors to such committee 
or committees, who shall meet at such times and places as shall be appointed 
by the Court of Governors in that behalf, and in default of such appointment 
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at such times and places as shall be determined on by the members of such 
committee or committees: And further We ordain, that seven days’ notice 
shall be green of the time and place appointed for the meeting of each Court 

rarette G 0 '"h n Ttt 0f Sa,d p 0 T 0ratl0a b y advertisement in the London 
Gaze te, or by sent to each Governor through the Post-office, according 

S-niL gISte , red . address ‘ n books of the said Corporation ; and that ft 
shall be competent for any Governor of the said Corporation, at any time by such 
notice as aforesaid, to summon a Special General Court of the Governors of the 
said Corporation : And We will and ordain that the Governors of the said 
Corporation in General Court assembled, shall have power and authority to 
make bye-laws, rules, orders, and regulations for the government of the said Cor- 
poration, and for conducting the affaire and business concerning the same and to 
appoint a Treasurer, Secretary, and such Agents and other Officers, Clerks, and 
Servants, as shall m their judgment be necessary for the conduct of the affairs 
ot the said Corporation, and him and them to remove and displace, and to allow 
mm or them such salaries, commissions, or other emoluments as to the said 
Governors shall seem meet; and also to make orders for the appropriating 
lending out, and calling in of the funds of the said Corporation, and to purchase 
or hire houses or offices for the carrying on the business of the said Corpo- 
ration; and it shall be lawful for a General Court of the said Corporation, 
specially summoned for the purpose, by notice, stating the object of such Court 
to remove and displace any Governor other than the Governors to be nominated 
and appointed by the Lord High Treasurer or Lords Commissioners, as herein- 
before mentioned, who by sickness or infirmity shall have become incapable 
to attend to the affairs of the said Corporation, or who shall not for two con- 
secutive years have attended any Court or Committee of Governors, or who 
shall have so conducted himself as, in the judgment of the said Court to 
discredit his office : Provided, that no Governor shall be removed except at a 
Court at which five Governors, at the least, shall be present ; and all elections of 
new Governors of the_ said Corporation shall take place at the Annual General 
Court to be holden in the month of May in each year: Provided always 
that in no case shall the corporate seal of the said Corporation he affixed to anv 
instrument whatsoever, except by an order of a General Court of Governors 
and in the presence of at least three of the said Governors, who shall attest 
such sealing by their signature, and certify that the same was done by order 
of the Court of Governors : And We further direct, that it shall be lawful 
for the said Governors to lend or advance out of the funds of the said Cor- 
poration, for forwarding the purposes aforesaid, any sum or sums of money 
to any agent or agents of the said Corporation, or to any institution, society, 
or committee of persons now instituted or associated together, or hereafter to 
be instituted or associated together, in the aforesaid provinces of Munster and 
Connaught, in Ireland, or either of them, for the purpose of making charitable 
loans of money, implements, seed, or raw materials, as aforesaid, to persons 
residing m the said provinces, or either of them, on the terms of repayment 
to the said Corporation of the money so lent or advanced, without or with 
such lawful interest thereupon as shall be agreed upon by the said Governors, 
and to enter into such agreements, and accept such securities for repayment 
of the money so to be lent as aforesaid, as to the said Governors shall 
seem meet and proper: Provided always, that it shall not be lawful for 
the said Corporation, or for any trustee 'or agent thereof, or for any insti- 
tution, society, or committee in connexion therewith, to take up on debentures, 
or other securities, or to lend out any monies, implements, goods, or effects 
other than the monies, implements, goods, and effects of the said Corporation ■ 
And We further direct that the said Corporation shall within one month next 
after the meeting of the said Corporation, to be held in the month of May in 
each year, render to Our Lord High Treasurer, or to the Lords Commissioners of 
Our Treasury, a true account of the operations of the said Corporation during the 
then past year, containing all such particulars as shall be prescribed or from time 
to time required by the said Lord High Treasurer, or by the said Lords Commis- 
sioners or any three of them : Provided always, that none of the said Governors 
shall derive any benefit or advantage from any transaction to be made pursuant to 
the provisions hereinbefore contained, but that all interest to arise or be obtained 
from the operations of the said Corporation shall, after payment of the Secretary’s 
salary and other necessary expenses of management, be accumulated and added to 
443' the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




IRISH REPRODUCTIVE LOAN FUND INSTITUTION. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




